Penetrating injury to the carotid artery. A reappraisal of management.
Penetrating trauma remains the most common cause of cervical carotid artery injury. Controversy persists regarding proper management of these injuries, especially in the presence of a neurologic deficit. Recent experience with 24 patients over a 5-year period is reviewed. In patients with preoperative neurologic deficits, neither repair nor ligation of the injured vessel altered outcome. Outcome correlated only with preoperative neurologic status. All patients without preoperative neurologic deficits should have repair attempted when technically feasible. Although controversial, this study supports carotid artery repair except in comatose patients who have profound neurologic deficits.